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Everyone enjoy's reading a good magazine!

When we began thinking about doing a publication specifically for
FJ Cruiser Owners & Enthusiasts, one of the first items we
researched was the cost of printing.

For traditional magazines, the subscription cost covers only the

cost of printing and distributing the publication. Costs associated
with creating and editing, as well as any costs associated with
maintaining a website - are covered by companies that pay to
advertise in the magazine. With the relatively small market that FJC
Magazine intends to serve, an annual subscription for 4 issues
would run around $24/year. While this may not seem like much to
some, to others it's too expensive.

As an 'open minded' group of people, we wanted to be able to give
the magazine away. Allowing anyone to download the PDF from the
website is fairly easy, and the costs are MUCH less than printing
and distributing a printed magazine. We chose to promote the
'download and print' philosophy for a few reasons:

-We'd like to encourage our readers to print the magazine on their
home printers. This not only costs less, but is quicker and easier for
everyone. We understand the appeal of a paper publication, so we
feel this is the best way to go.

-We want to keep the style of the publication familiar and
consistent. A PDF file makes this easy.

-Most importantly, we want this information to be available to
anyone at any time.

In addition to the PDF download, we'll offer all of the content of
each issue plus additional features at www.fjc-mag.com, 10 days
after the PDF is published. We chose to do this because we
understand that many people would like to read the content online,
and we must limit the size of the magazine to something
reasonable for those who print it. By offering the PDF content (and
more) online, we increase the usefulness of the FJC Magazine
publication.

Please download the PDF

The only way we can track our success is through this website.
Since we're offering a free publication, we ask that you send friends
and collegues to this website to obtain a copy of FJIC Magazine,
instead of e-mailing your copy to others. Our servers can handle the
load of a large PDF download better than most e-mail services, and
it will allow us to keep track of how many readers we have. IF_ B @
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For FJ Cruiser Owners &

Enthusiasts
Colorado Springs, CO 80915

www.fjc-mag.com

EDITORIAL
Publisher: Shane Williams
Photographer / Editor: Angie Williams

CONTRIBUTORS
Lance
Mike
Stan
Eric

"TOYOTA", "FJ CRUISER" are registered trademarks of
Toyota Motor Corporation. FJC Magazine is not affiliated
with, endorsed, sponsored, or supported by Toyota Motor
Corporation, Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. or any of
Toyota's affiliated companies. These terms are used for
descriptive purposes only, and not to denote affiliation or
connection with Toyota Motor Corporation.

All content in this magazine is licensed under the
Creative Commons Attribution-No Derivative Works
License. For details, visit:
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/us

Reviews, opinions, comments, and ratings of any product
do not represent endorsement of said product by FJC
Magazine, it's editors, or publishers.
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The NON Club
"A random collection of people
who have agreed, by tacit consent,
not to abide by any principles of

governance. We are not a “club’, a
"group” or an "organization”.
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If you missed the First Annual F.l Summlt last .luly, you probably don’t have the itch that the
rest of us do. As soon as the Summit ended, many people on fjcruiserforums.com began
asking about the 2008 Summit.

Our questions were answered on October 5th, when Jason made
the announcement:

July 16th - 20th, 2008 - Ouray, Colorado.

It’s Official - The FJ Cruiser World will once again invade Ouray,
this time for a full 5 days (3 days of organized trail rides). If you’ve
not been or heard of Ouray - it’s the self proclaimed ‘jeep capital
of the world’ (Although in July it will be the FJ Capital). There are
ndreds of miles of the most scenic 4x4 roads you
, San Jq_an mountains. Infamou
Imojy e’r*‘Black Bear, and

three daYs |
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So you picked up the new Cruiser, and the bank account might be looking a little thin, but
you've gotta personalize the rig, right? | know | had too, so here are a few less expensive
options that are equal parts practical and aesthetic.

A Little Paint

Nothing is more rewarding or much easier than painting the
headlight bezel, wing mirrors, door handles or bumper B
wings. The grill bezel and the bumper wings are a quick and — -
easy job, while the wing mirrors and door handles require
more preparation and care. All this can be done with
sanding, primer and paint, or use newer polymer bonding s
paints. Krylon Fusion for Plastic worked well for me, to give %
a two-tone finish on the wing mirrors and their mounts and
also the white bezel.

www.fjcruiserquebec.com
Le seul club francophone de FJ Cruiser.

The only french speaking FJ Cruiser club invites
all FJ owners to come ride with us and
discover our beautiful province.
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Georgetown, CO

JCE RACES

Wow! Talk about FUN! The lake in

Georgetown, CO every winter turns into
an racing track on ice. Every weekend
races are held for trophies and bragging
rights.  You'll see many classes of
vehicles on the ice, bare rubbers, studs
and cheaters (tires with spikes 1.5
inches long).

But twice a year, for only $5 per driver,
they open the ice up for “Fun Days”
where any 4x4 or AWD vehicle can have
a go at it. We took a crack at it, and it
was a blast! 3 FJ's in total came out for
the event and everyone left smiling and

laughing. “Fun Days” are held on Fridays, which we know is hard to get away....but trust us, it's

worth it!

The ice is set up with 3 race tracks, where anyone can compete against any other class. We tried

racing a cheater, and we almost lapped!
competitive with other bare rubber SUV's.

But hey...what do you expect right?? We were more
But raced anyone up for the challenge, Subaru's,

Jeep's, and of course, other FJ's. The FJ really is a tank, and stable! We had a time trying to get it
to slide around the corners without traction control. Seemed like we got the best performance out

of 4Lo, and in 3rd gear. There you
could finally get all 4 wheels to slide,

8 helping to swing your back end around
curves.

So if you want a full day of $5 fun,

don't pass this up! The next and final,
% “Fun Day” is Friday, Feb. 22, 2008.
= Hope to see all our real FJ lovers
‘4 there, fun starts at 11 A.M. until

sunset!!




Off Road 707

By A W,

Off Road 1010 is [FJC'sintro torofif-roadingise ction. kHereryourwillffind allyour basic
informationfon'getting' started. [Everything from what/featukestyour FJ hastaind how!to
uselthemito trail etiquette: Eachiissue willlhave aldifferentitopic, sorjoin usieach time
tollearn of refreshiyourselffonithe basics of trail riding. (Eoran in-depthilookai
featuie siavailahble for your Elvisit www.fijc-mag:icom//buyersguide)

IES
Your stock FJC comes with Dunlop tires. No offense to those still running these tires,. they're fine

for road driving, but not recommended if you plan to use your FJ on anything more difficult than a
dirt road. Reason being that in basic off-roading, your tires make up for inexperience and
basically give you more leeway for error. 4-wheeling, when you're new, is all about traction and
control. When you're experienced, it's about skill. Be sure to know which category you fall in and
be properly prepared before going off-roading. When you're starting out any all-terrain tire will give
you an advantage and help to keep you safe and your rig damage-free.

4HIfvs. 4L0
A common question from new off-roaders is “When do | use 4Hi versus 4Lo?” The easiest way to

think of these is 4HI is used for increased power and traction to all 4 wheels with the ability to
maintain some speed. 4LO is basically a “crawl” mode allowing you to take your foot off the
brakes and let the transmission/engine maintain the speed. This is helpful when the grade you're

trying to go up or down is steep, and you want to keep your speed down. FYI, your rear diff lock
and a-trac only work when you're in 4LO0.

Continuedon'Page 21

CruisersOntario.com
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The First Annual Toyota FJ Cruiser
Northeast meet will be held at Rausch
Creek off road Park in PA on March 21,
22, and 23 (Easter weekend 2008).

The Northeast does not have many
places to wheel. If you can’t make it to
Colorado for the FJ Summit (and even if
you can), we’'d love to see you out at
Rausch Creek.

Spend a memorable weekend in a 1700
acre park, try your FJ in rocks, bowls and
hills - or just wheel with other FJ
enthusiasts. We have trails for every
level of driver and vehicles.

FJ CRUISER NORTHEAST RUN

Rausch Creek Offroad Park
March 21-23 2008

The aim of this meet is to bring together all FJ owners of the Northeast for a weekend of family
fun and (of course) wheeling. Drivers and families are invited to attend this international (U.S &

Canada) event.

We need your help to make this a great annual event. Sponsorship opportunities are available
and would be greatly appreciated. We have space available on-site at the event to showcase
all the aftermarket accessories available for the FJ cruiser.

Registration is now open!

http://www.fjcruisernortheastrun.org/

Sponsors:

Solo Fabworks

Doug Thorley Headers

FJC Magazine

Inchworm

Rough Country Suspension Systems

Metal Tech

Allied Racing Wheels

FJ Trail Teams

Mile Marker

Wicked C.A.S.
FJ Cruiser Quebec
Spidertrax Off-Road
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BULLET BuildUp

by A.E. Staniey

Fifty feet from me sits a vehicle I'm more excited about than any I've ever owned before, a 2007 Ti
Silver Toyota FJC. | spend more time than | care to admit, pouring over any information | can find
about my FJ and each modification (mods) I'd like to do. | grew up playing in the dirt and rocks, using
anything from dirt bikes and ATVs to Jeeps and trucks. It is an obsession | hope to never be free of. |
have seen these mighty FJs in magazines and on the net with $10,000 in mods and find myself
daydreaming about the ultimate FJ. | wake up to the realization that | will be building my FJ over time
and on a budget.

The reality is that | bought my FJ for various reasons. | want to go off-roading, camping for the
weekend, and also use my FJ as a daily driver. Several times a year, on business, | also drive to Key
West (950 miles one way). So, obviously | need my FJ to be road worthy, since every journey takes
me far from home (Western NC).

Every off-roader dreams of going to the mecca of 4-wheeling, Moab, UT. My dream is no different.
Question is, how am | to get my rig ready to handle Moab and still have the cash to enjoy life's
necessities such as food and shelter?

ENILLET Brsfions te M@@?Sl@m .
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ToyotaSTrails:

TLCA membership includes a
subscription to Toyota Trails
magazine, featuring in-depth tech
and trail articles, event listings,
TLCA merchandise and Land
Cruiser classifieds.

Toyota Land Cruiser Association
P.0. Box 230, Verona, KY, 41092
(800) 655-3810 « www.tlca.org

19
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Under Armor

We all know our FICs are tough and capable, but it g

does need protection on the under belly. The most

vulnerable points on the FJ undercarriage are the §

lower link frame mounts for the rear lower control

arms. Bolt-on and weld-on applications are
available, either of which are quick and easy armor
modification. This bolt on version from TLC4x4 has S
worked well for me ($89.00/pair.)

Sun Visors

— | The OEM sun visors leave majority of the side window
, area exposed and are difficult to reach and

manipulate. These new flip-down side visors are a ten
minute installation that will save your eyes and

enhance safety ($53.60.)

Issue 1

FJC Magazine &% Volume 1l

Clean Air

| ed
Y

Do-it-yourself maintenance and the health of
your FJ go hand in hand, and nothing gets
easier and makes the engine happier than
fresh clean air from a clean, high-flow, air
filter.
and reusable air filters that are compatible
with the OEM air box and a cinch to maintain.

K&N and TRD both offer washable



http://www.fjcruiserforums.com

Off Read 104, .. Continued from/Page 15

A-TRAC (Active TRACtion Control) & Real DifferentiallLoclk

Body Armor;

Advertising
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RAPTOR

By Shadow Warrior

| chose the name RAPTOR ( Reinforced *

Amphibious Personal Terrain Observation)
for my rig. It is to be used for exploring iy
beautiful places like Ouray, CO and others &
around the country. :

HISTORY:

| followed the concept & design of the FJ
for years before it ever came out for sale
to the public. | read every article that was
written and saved any picture | could find.
| was hooked the first time | saw it.

| purchased my Toyota TRD SE FJ Cruiser
in early Feb 07

TOTAL COST FROM DEALER: $34,223.00

BREAKDOWN:

The Following is a breakdown of changes that have been done to this base unit. | will be adding
more as time and finances permit. The RAPTOR is an ongoing project, even now. RAPTOR is
being built as an Expedition capable vehicle, so | want to be thorough in every mod that | make.

ARMOR

Road Armor - Titan Front Bumper

| decided to go with the Road Armor Titan front bumper because of the type of terrain that | will
most likely encounter when off-roading. Also living in the heart of the Ozark Mountains we tend
to have a lot of deer crossing the highways at night, this will also help to protect the vehicle in
any unfortunate wildlife encounters.

All Pro - Rear Bumper W/ Hitch

| went with All Pro’s rear bumper because of their upcoming swing arm for fuel carriers. | have
been looking at all the manufactures designs and feel that the All Pro is the best option for me. |
noticed that most everyone is strapping fuel to their roof. Since no one makes a rack fuel
system, | decided to design a fuel storage system myself.

| liked All Pro’s approach to carrying fuel for keeping the fuel can on both sides of the vehicle.
This helps distributing the weight evenly when on the trail in an off camber situation, along with
keeping the COG as low as possible. | am just waiting for All Pro to start selling the swing arm
for the rear bumper. | also like the All Pro rear bumper for the departure angles it has.
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FI's

Monthly Trail Runs
Trip Reports for all of your favorite trails
Trail Conditions
http://www.coloradofjs.com
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The Basics
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Sol whilleranexipeditionistyler4x4: canland willldermost of F]J c

thel things! any other x4 willl do; the focusiis on the )\ F=F=2=F4 ] g =
journey and " therdesire tol travel over multipledays: "
Tihese specific goalls arer wiy the bujldiofi an expedition
rig lis different thai a rock  crawler, swamp stompel, ol a i
desent racer, |l future issues of FIC Magazine, I will www.ffc-mag.com
helpryou ter build yourexpedition 4x4:> We hope to' see
youl ot in the back counitry!
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702 F) Crew
http://702fjcrew.net/

AZFJ's
http://www.azfj.org/

Colorado FJ's
http://www.coloradofjs.com

SoCAL FJ's
http://www.socalfj.com

FJ Bruisers
http://www.fjbruisers.org

CLUBS
& GROUPS

Sin City Wicked FJ's
http://www.sincitywickedf]s.com/

FJ's Ontario
http://www.fjcruisersontario.com/

FJ's Quebec
http://www.fjcruiserquebec.com/

NWFJCC
http://www.nwfjcc.com/

FJ Bruisers
http://www.f]bruisers.org

For more Toyota and FJ Cruiser groups and clubs,
visit www.fjc-mag.com. Look for the FJ Groups & Clubs link.
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Rising SunisiCruiiseriVioaly

Glieat Smoky IMountain TraillRide
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for information
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RAPTOR': . .Continued froml page 23

SUSPENSION AND TIRES Details

Mickey Thompson 8x16 Classic Locks w/ Black Faux Bead Lock Ring

Wheels and tires were a very hard decision to make. | have owned many types of custom wheels over
the years. | was looking for something a little different than what everyone else was running. | had
been reading about other members that bought the MT’s, some members had rub issues when they
got them on their rig's, others stated they had no problems. | am very happy with the Mickey
Thompson’s | chose. | had the chrome bead lock rings powder coated black to off-set the chrome
wheels. | think that gave it a more ) 2 :
aggressive look.

Dick Cepek Mud Country - 305/70R16

Tires were another area that the decision /4
was hard to make. | was going to go with "=/
Nitto Mud Grapplers. | love how aggressive
they are, but did not like that they were S
not siped for handling in wet conditions. In
the end, | went with Dick Cepek Mud
Country’s. | purchased them while visiting
Rough Country in Dyersburg TN, for the
Coon Creek Crawl. They are awesome off
and on road, very quiet riding tires for a
mud terrain. 2

NORTIHWEST FJ CRUISER CLU= Custom Body Mount Chop
Promoting responsible 4-wheeling in the Pacific Northwest
| looked around for a competent shop to do my
body mount chop. | found a small Custom Hot
Rod shop that had opened up close by, and
: decided to see if they would be able to do the
3 work that | wanted. | found they were from CA
) MEMBER BENEFITS and used to build Sand Rails out there. | gave
- Dedicated website & private forum them some pic’s of Tina’s (VDM) chop she had
w done. They said great pic's, we can do that. It
g * Regularly scheduled, well organized runs looks like it came from the factory that way.
]
E * No monthly dues, donations are welcomed
- » Promoting the Tread-Lightly philosophy
~ I Support by local vendors increasing daily!
=
'ﬁ * Parts and MOD install discounts available
) o : ‘
]
=
Q
w
Continuedion'Page 30
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El Diabloe . . .Continued!from page 6

For armor under the rig Stan kept
the stock Toyota OEM rails, but
chose to go with Man-A-Fre for the
skids. He also added a custom rear
diff skid from All Phase Off Road.
Other mods include a 10lb
PowerTank, window vents, iPod &
XM Satellite integration, MAGLite,
Halon fire extinguisher, and plenty
of custom-mounted switches for all
those extra lights.

Advertising
Opportunities

Available

So it's easy to see that this is a do

anything, go anywhere FJ. The FJC Magazine crew has the
pleasure of wheeling with Stan (and El Diablo) on a normal
basis. We have conquered many things together, both in our
near-stock TRD and Stan's built rig that keeps us in aww of the
FJ's capabilities. A word of advise from your FJC Mag crew. If

you can't mod your Contact Us:
FJ out like this all at

once, find someone P

who did. They make adS@ij mag'com
the best tail . .
gunners, and there's for Informatlon
nothing they can't
pull you out of! about our

low ad rates
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Continues Next Page

www./02F JCrew.net

Las Vegas, Nevada

Family Oriented
No Memebership Fees
Monthly Meetings
Weekly Trails
Group Mod Parties
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