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Eve ryone  e njoy's  re ading a good m agaz ine !

W h e n w e  be gan th ink ing about doing a publication spe cifically for 
FJ Cruis e r Ow ne rs  &  Enth us iasts , one  of th e  first ite m s  w e  
re s e arch e d w as  th e  cost of printing.
For traditional m agaz ine s , th e  s ubscription cost cove rs  only th e  
cost of printing and distributing th e  publication. Costs  as sociate d 
w ith  cre ating and e diting, as  w e ll as  any costs  as sociate d w ith  
m aintaining a w e bs ite  - are  cove re d by com panie s  th at pay to 
adve rtis e  in th e  m agaz ine . W ith  th e  re lative ly sm all m ark e t th at FJC 
M agaz ine  inte nds  to s e rve , an annual subscription for 4 is s ue s  
w ould run around $24/ye ar. W h ile  th is  m ay not s e e m  lik e  m uch  to 
som e , to oth e rs  it's  too e xpe ns ive .
As  an 'ope n m inde d' group of pe ople , w e  w ante d to be  able  to give  
th e  m agaz ine  aw ay. Allow ing anyone  to dow nload th e  PDF from  th e  
w e bs ite  is  fairly e asy, and th e  costs  are  M UCH  le s s  th an printing 
and distributing a printe d m agaz ine . W e  ch os e  to prom ote  th e  
'dow nload and print' ph ilosoph y for a fe w  re asons :

-W e 'd lik e  to e ncourage  our re ade rs  to print th e  m agaz ine  on th e ir 
h om e  printe rs. Th is  not only costs  le s s , but is  q uick e r and e as ie r for 
e ve ryone . W e  unde rstand th e  appe al of a pape r publication, so w e  
fe e l th is  is  th e  be st w ay to go.

-W e  w ant to k e e p th e  style  of th e  publication fam iliar and 
cons iste nt. A PDF file  m ak e s  th is  e asy.

-M ost im portantly, w e  w ant th is  inform ation to be  available  to 
anyone  at any tim e .

In addition to th e  PDF dow nload, w e 'll offe r all of th e  conte nt of 
e ach  is s ue  plus  additional fe ature s  at w w w .fjc-m ag.com , 10 days  
afte r th e  PDF is  publis h e d. W e  ch os e  to do th is  be caus e  w e  
unde rstand th at m any pe ople  w ould lik e  to re ad th e  conte nt online , 
and w e  m ust lim it th e  s iz e  of th e  m agaz ine  to som e th ing 
re asonable  for th os e  w h o print it. By offe ring th e  PDF conte nt (and 
m ore ) online , w e  incre as e  th e  us e fulne s s  of th e  FJC M agaz ine  
publication.

Ple as e  dow nload th e  PDF 
Th e  only w ay w e  can track  our succe s s  is  th rough  th is  w e bs ite . 
Since  w e 're  offe ring a fre e  publication, w e  as k  th at you s e nd frie nds  
and colle gue s  to th is  w e bs ite  to obtain a copy of FJC M agaz ine , 
inste ad of e -m ailing your copy to oth e rs. Our s e rve rs  can h andle  th e  
load of a large  PDF dow nload be tte r th an m ost e -m ail s e rvice s , and 
it w ill allow  us  to k e e p track  of h ow  m any re ade rs  w e  h ave .  

FFrroo mm   TThh ee   EE dd ii ttoo rr

For FJ Cruis e r Ow ne rs  &  
Enth us ias ts

Colorado Springs , CO 809 15

w w w .fjc-m ag.com

EDITORIAL
Publis h e r: Sh ane  W illiam s

Ph otograph e r / Editor: Angie  W illiam s

CONTRIBUTORS
Lance
M ik e
Stan
Eric

"TOYOTA", "FJ CRUISER" are  re gis te re d trade m ark s  of 
Toyota M otor Corporation. FJC M agaz ine  is  not affiliate d 

w ith , e ndors e d, s pons ore d, or s upporte d by Toyota M otor 
Corporation, Toyota M otor Sale s , U.S.A., Inc. or any of 

Toyota's  affiliate d com panie s . Th e s e  te rm s  are  us e d for 
de s criptive  purpos e s  only, and not to de note  affiliation or 

conne ction w ith  Toyota M otor Corporation.

All conte nt in th is  m agaz ine  is  lice ns e d unde r th e  
Cre ative  Com m ons  Attribution-No De rivative  W ork s  

Lice ns e . For de tails , vis it: 
h ttp://cre ative com m ons .org/lice ns e s /by-nd/3.0/us

Re vie w s , opinions , com m e nts , and ratings  of any product 
do not re pre s e nt e ndors e m e nt of s aid product by FJC 

M agaz ine , it’s  e ditors , or publis h e rs .
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Up front, El Diablo s ports  th e  All-Pro bum pe r and a 
W arn M 8000 w inch  w ith  Supe r W inch  s ynth e tic line . 
H e  als o adde d th e  full bull-bar, and m ounte d tw o 
driving and tw o fog ligh ts  for th os e  s now y Colorado 
nigh ts . Stan ch os e  to go w ith  th e  All Pro re ar 
bum pe r as  w e ll, it incre as e s  de parture  angle  and 
cle arance , and is  SOLID. Afte r h e aring about th e  
ins tall on th is  (or any) bum pe r, w e ’ll be  planning a 
full-day m od party w h e n it’s  TRD Roxy’s  turn.
El Diablo ride s  BFG M ud Te rrain 305 70R/16 tire s  
on Trail Re ady 16” Be ad Lock e r w h e e ls . Th e s e  
m e ats  can te ar up th e  dirt or m ud and com e  out th e  oth e r s ide  s m iling.   Lift? Ye ah … .h e ’s  got 
lift! Stan ch os e  to m ix h is  lift up a little  w ith  Donah oe  in th e  front and W alk e r Evans  (from  All-
Pro) in th e  re ar. Th e  3 inch e s  all th e  w ay around give  th e  truck  ple nty of cle arance  for 
anyw h e re  El Diablo w ants  to go. Oth e r unde rcarriage  goodie s  include  All-Pro Uppe r &  Low e r 

Control Arm s , All-Pro s h ock  prote ctors , and h is  
ins talle r s ugge s te d h e  re m ove  h is  bum p s tops  
and ins tall re ve rs e  jounce  s h ock s .

H igh lands  Ranch , Colorado (a 
s uburb of De nve r) is  h om e  to FJ 
e nth us ias t Stan Re e d. Eve n 
th ough  h as  only live d in Colorado 
for a fe w  ye ars , h e ’s  fully 
e m brace d w h at it m e ans  to be  a 
re al Coloradoan, as  w e ll as  a 
h ard core  FJ ow ne r.
Stan’s  rig, El Diablo, is  a Sun 
Fus ion 6-s pe e d m anual trans , go 
anyw h e re  (and love  it), off road 
m ach ine . Th e  m od lis t on th is  
be as t goe s  on and on. 
Starting from  th e  top-dow n, Stan 
s old h is  s tock  roof rack  and 
re place d it w ith  th e  Gobi Range r. 
And you can't h ave  th e  rack  
w ith out th e  acce s s orie s , th e  H i-Lift m ount, axe  &  s h ove l m ounts , PIAA ligh ts , and ple nty of 
s traps . You probably notice d El Diablo at th e  2007 FJ Sum m it,  it w as  th e  one  w ith  ove r 300lbs  
of cam ping and re cove ry ge ar s trappe d to it.  An am az ing th ing to w atch  is  th e  
loading/unloading of all th at ge ar. Stan is  able  to s tand on h is  Gobi, adding th e  w e igh t of a 
grow n m an, w ith out w orry.    

RR ee aadd ee rrss   RR ii ggss El Diablo

Continue d on Page  29
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W h e n I te ll pe ople  m y FJ Cruis e r is  an e xpe dition s tyle  4x4, th e y ofte n as k  “Exactly w h at doe s  
‘e xpe dition s tyle ’ m e an?”“Expe dition s tyle  is  th e  ide a of m ulti-day, off-h igh w ay, de s tination-bound, 
ve h icle -de pe nde nt trave l.”  I k now  your s crabble  boards  and cros s w ord puz zle s  are  pack e d aw ay, 
and I s h ouldn’t h ave  jam m e d all th at into one  ph ras e , but th at e ncom pas s e s  our purpos e . M aybe  
it w ould be  e as ie r to te ll you w h at e xpe dition s tyle  4x4 is  NOT and w ork  back w ards  from  th e re .

Not A Day Trip
Th e  ve h icle  is  not a s ingle  s e at buggy 
built for day trips  or to be  traile re d. 
Ins te ad, it is  able  to s afe ly and 
com fortably tak e  you and a com panion 
m any h ours  dow n a pave d h igh w ay 
be fore  you ge t to your ch os e n trailh e ad. 
Not to forge t, it h as  to be  capable  of 
tak ing you on e xte ns ive  off-road te rrain 
to com ple te  your journe y.

Th e  ve h icle  is  not a w ide -tire  running, 
m ud bogging, tre e  branch  s las h ing, 
s w am p s tom pe r, but s e lf-re cove ry from  
m ud, s w am ps , or obs tacle s  m ay be  
ne ce s s ary.  Th e  drive r of an e xpe dition ve h icle  
s h ould h ave  ge ar on board and th e  
k now le dge  to as s is t w ith  ve h icle  re cove ry. Th e  
ve h icle  is  not a long trave l e q uippe d, s and 
dune  bas h ing, ligh t up th e  nigh t lik e  a 
s tadium , Baja race r. H ow e ve r, it s h ould be  
able  to cros s  s and dune s , trave rs e  w as h e s , 
s upply e nough  ligh t to trave l s afe ly at nigh t 
and us ually provide  s ide  or re ar ligh t for 
s e tting up cam p.  As  you can s e e , m any th ings  
are  de s irable  to h e lp in your e xpe dition 
w h e e ling e xpe rie nce , th e  diffe re nce  is , not 
doing e ach  th ing to e xtre m e s , jus t be ing 
e q uippe d for e ach  s ituation.  
Th e  m e ntion of cam ping brings  us  to th e  m os t 
obvious  “not” of all, th e  ve h icle  is  not jus t to 
tak e  you to anoth e r as ph alt car cam pground 
full of giant RV’s  and e le ctric h ook ups . 
Ins te ad, th e  ve h icle  is  e q u ippe d w ith  th e  
inte ntion of ge tting to th os e  long los t or e ve n 
re ce ntly forgotte n h ide aw ays  of h is toric or 
s ce nic be auty. W e  find place s  th at w ould 
ins pire  anyone  to build an e xpe dition s tyle  
4x4 capable  of s taying a fe w  days  to m ak e  it 
all w orth w h ile . Continue d on Page  24

http://www.azfj.org
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Th e  ve h icle  is  not a w ide -tire  running, 
m ud bogging, tre e  branch  s las h ing, 
s w am p s tom pe r, but s e lf-re cove ry from  
m ud, s w am ps , or obs tacle s  m ay be  
ne ce s s ary.  Th e  drive r of an e xpe dition ve h icle  
s h ould h ave  ge ar on board and th e  
k now le dge  to as s is t w ith  ve h icle  re cove ry. Th e  
ve h icle  is  not a long trave l e q uippe d, s and 
dune  bas h ing, ligh t up th e  nigh t lik e  a 
s tadium , Baja race r. H ow e ve r, it s h ould be  
able  to cros s  s and dune s , trave rs e  w as h e s , 
s upply e nough  ligh t to trave l s afe ly at nigh t 
and us ually provide  s ide  or re ar ligh t for 
s e tting up cam p.  As  you can s e e , m any th ings  
are  de s irable  to h e lp in your e xpe dition 
w h e e ling e xpe rie nce , th e  diffe re nce  is , not 
doing e ach  th ing to e xtre m e s , jus t be ing 
e q uippe d for e ach  s ituation.  
Th e  m e ntion of cam ping brings  us  to th e  m os t 
obvious  “not” of all, th e  ve h icle  is  not jus t to 
tak e  you to anoth e r as ph alt car cam pground 
full of giant RV’s  and e le ctric h ook ups . 
Ins te ad, th e  ve h icle  is  e q u ippe d w ith  th e  
inte ntion of ge tting to th os e  long los t or e ve n 
re ce ntly forgotte n h ide aw ays  of h is toric or 
s ce nic be auty. W e  find place s  th at w ould 
ins pire  anyone  to build an e xpe dition s tyle  
4x4 capable  of s taying a fe w  days  to m ak e  it 
all w orth w h ile .
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If you m is s e d th e  Firs t Annual FJ Sum m it las t July, you probably don’t h ave  th e  itch  th at th e  
re s t of us  do. As  s oon as  th e  Sum m it e nde d, m any pe ople  on fjcruis e rforum s .com  be gan 

as k ing about th e  2008 Sum m it. 

Our q ue s tions  w e re  ans w e re d on Octobe r 5th , w h e n Jas on m ade  
th e  announce m e nt: 

July 16th  – 20th , 2008 – Ouray, Colorado. 

It’s  Official - Th e  FJ Cruis e r W orld w ill once  again invade  Ouray, 
th is  tim e  for a full 5 days  (3 days  of organiz e d trail ride s ). If you’ve  
not be e n or h e ard of Ouray – it’s  th e  s e lf proclaim e d ‘je e p capital 
of th e  w orld’ (Alth ough  in July it w ill be  th e  FJ Capital). Th e re  are  
h undre ds  of m ile s  of th e  m os t s ce nic 4x4 roads  you’ll find in th e  
s urrounding San Juan m ountains . Infam ous  pas s e s  s uch  as  

Im oge ne , Black  Be ar, and Engine e r cre ate  th e  
pe rfe ct location to w h e e l your FJ, catch  up w ith  old 
frie nds , and m ak e  ne w  one s . 

Ke y ch ange s  for th is  ye ar:

-Five  full days  – th re e  days  of organiz e d trail ride s

--Re gis tration/s ign-in w ill be  on th e  July 16th

-Th e  w e bs ite  (h ttp://w w w .fjs um m it.org) s h ould be  
re ady to allow  re gis trations  w ith in th e  ne xt couple  of 
m onth s

-Th e  Be s t W e s te rn is  e ntire ly block e d off for th e  FJ 
Sum m it, and w ill once  again be  th e  h ub of activity

-More  FJ’s  w ill be  allow e d to re gis te r, but th e re  w ill 
probably s till be  a m axim um  num be r (TBD)

Oth e r ide as  th at h ave  be e n dis cus s e d (but are  not 
confirm e d)

-Online  pre -s ignup for trail runs

-More  “H ow  To” Clas s e s  for pe ople  ne w  to off roading

-More  ve ndors  on-s ite

-A vide o docum e ntary of th e  e ve nt

Th e re  are  m any oth e r gre at ide as . For m ore  info, vis it 
th is  s tory on fjc-m ag.com  and look  for th e  link  to 
“Sum m it Sugge s tion Box”.

IIff  yyoouu   ppllaann  oonn  ggooiinngg  aanndd  hh aavvee nn’’tt  mm aaddee   aaccccoomm mm ooddaattiioonn  
aarrrraannggee mm ee nnttss   yyee tt,,  yyoouu   ss hh oouulldd  ss oooonn..  TThh ee   hh oottee llss   aanndd  

ccaamm ppggrroouunnddss   iinn  OOuurraayy  aarree   ffiilllliinngg  uupp  ffaass tt..  VViiss iitt  
hh ttttpp::////ww ww ww ..ffjjss uumm mm iitt..oorrgg  ffoorr  aa  lliiss tt  ooff  hh oottee llss   iinn  OOuurraayy  &&   

tthh ee   ss uu rrrroouunnddiinngg  aarree aa..

http://www.fjsummit.org
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In an e ffort to answ e r a fe w  of th e  first q ue stions  ne w  and prospe ctive  ow ne rs  
as k , and to h e lp anyone  in th e  pursuit of th e ir dre am  FJ: th e  FJC M agaz ine  
Staff h as  put toge th e r a 2008 FJ Cruis e r Buye r’s  Guide .

Bas e d in part by th e  w ork  of Kansas  Law  Dog (from  fjcruis e rforum s.com ), 
Google  w e b s e arch e s , and th e  s ugge stions  of s e ve ral FJ ow ne rs  – th is  guide  
s h ould h e lp FJ Cruis e r buye rs  ge t th e  ve h icle  th e y w ant at a price  th at’s  righ t 
for th e m .

W e  also bre ak  dow n sugge ste d initial upgrade s  de pe nding on your style  of 
driving: Daily Drive r, W e e k e nd W arrior, and Econom ical Upgrade s.

H ave  a q ue stion about standard fe ature s? W e  h ave  th e  answ e rs. Eve ry option 
(including th e  M anufacture rs  Sugge ste d Re tail Price s  <M SRP> and Invoice  
price s) is  liste d. De ale r ne gotiation strate gie s  are  also discus s e d in de tail. 

It’s  our h ope  th at anyone  re ady to join th e  FJ Cruis e r fam ily w ill find th is  guide  
us e ful, so don’t h e s itate  to vis it h ttp://w w w .fjc-m ag.com  and dow nload th e  
pdf today!

http://www.fjc-mag.com
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SS oo  yyoouu   ppiicckk ee dd  uu pp  tthh ee   nnee ww   CCrruu iiss ee rr,,  aanndd  tthh ee   bbaannkk   aaccccoouu nntt  mm iigghh tt  bb ee   llooookk iinngg  aa  lliittttllee   tthh iinn,,  bbuu tt  
yyoouu ’’vvee   ggoottttaa  ppee rrss oonnaalliizz ee   tthh ee   rriigg,,  rriigghh tt??    II  kk nnooww   II  hh aadd  ttoooo,,  ss oo  hh ee rree   aarree   aa  ffee ww   llee ss ss   ee xxppee nnss iivvee   
ooppttiioonnss   tthh aatt  aarree   ee qq uu aall  ppaarrttss   pprraaccttiiccaall  aanndd  aaee ss tthh ee ttiicc..

AA  LLiittttllee   PPaaiinntt

NNootthh iinngg  iiss   mm oorree   rree ww aarrddiinngg  oorr  mm uu cchh   ee aass iiee rr  tthh aann  ppaaiinnttiinngg  tthh ee   
hh ee aaddlliigghh tt  bb ee zz ee ll,,  ww iinngg  mm iirrrroorrss ,,  ddoooorr  hh aannddllee ss   oorr  bbuu mm ppee rr  
ww iinnggss ..    TThh ee   ggrriillll  bb ee zz ee ll  aanndd  tthh ee   bbuu mm ppee rr  ww iinnggss   aarree   aa  qq uu iicckk   aanndd  
ee aass yy  jjoobb ,,  ww hh iillee   tthh ee   ww iinngg  mm iirrrroorrss   aanndd  ddoooorr  hh aannddllee ss   rree qq uu iirree   
mm oorree   pprree ppaarraattiioonn  aanndd  ccaarree ..    AAllll  tthh iiss   ccaann  bb ee   ddoonnee   ww iitthh   
ss aannddiinngg,,  pprriimm ee rr  aanndd  ppaaiinntt,,  oorr  uu ss ee   nnee ww ee rr  ppoollyymm ee rr  bboonnddiinngg  
ppaaiinnttss ..    KK rryylloonn  FFuu ss iioonn  ffoorr  PPllaass ttiicc  ww oorrkk ee dd  ww ee llll  ffoorr  mm ee ,,  ttoo  ggiivvee   
aa  ttww oo--ttoonnee   ffiinniiss hh   oonn  tthh ee   ww iinngg  mm iirrrroorrss   aanndd  tthh ee iirr  mm oouu nnttss   aanndd  
aallss oo  tthh ee   ww hh iittee   bb ee zz ee ll..

http://www.fjcruiserquebec.com
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HH ii--LLiifftt  MM oouunnttss

HH ii--lliifftt  jjaacckk ss   aanndd  FFJJ  CCrruu iiss ee rrss   aarree   bb ee ccoomm iinngg  uu bb iiqq uu iittoouu ss   bb ee ddffee llllooww ss   aanndd  tthh ee   hh ii--lliifftt  iiss   aann  ee ss ss ee nnttiiaall  ttooooll  
iinn  aannyy  rree ccoovvee rryy  kk iitt..    WW hh ee rree   ttoo  mm oouu nntt  oonnee   iiss   aannootthh ee rr  qq uu ee ss ttiioonn..    SS ee vvee rraall  ccoomm ppaanniiee ss   hh aavvee   ddee vvee llooppee dd  
qq uu iicckk   aanndd  ee aass yy--ttoo--uu ss ee   mm oouu nnttiinngg  ss oolluu ttiioonnss   tthh aatt  ffiitt  oonn  ffaaccttoorryy  oorr  aaffttee rr  mm aarrkk ee tt  rrooooff  rraacckk ss ,,  iinnss iiddee   iinn  
tthh ee   ccaarrggoo  aarree aa,,  iinnss iiddee   iinn  tthh ee   ppaass ss ee nnggee rr  ffoooott  ww ee llll,,  oorr  iitt  ccaann  ee vvee nn  bb ee   mm oouu nnttee dd  ttoo  tthh ee   ss ppaarree   ttiirree   oonn  
tthh ee   rree aarr  ddoooorr..    TThh iiss   
DD ee mm ee lllloo  vvee rrss iioonn  (($$8899 ..0000  
ppaaiirr))  ccllaamm ppss   ttoo  tthh ee   
ffaaccttoorryy  rrooooff  rraacckk ..  YYoouu   
mm aayy  ww aanntt  ttoo  ccoonnss iiddee rr  
aaddddiinngg  aa  ss lliiddee rr  aaddaappttee rr  
ffrroomm   WW aabbFFaabb   (($$5500..0000))  
ttoo  yyoouu rr  rree ccoovvee rryy  kk iitt  aass   
ww ee llll..

Continue d on Page  20

http://www.fjbruisers.org
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W ow !  Talk  about FUN!  Th e  lak e  in 
Ge orge tow n, CO e ve ry w inte r turns  into 
an racing track  on ice .  Eve ry w e e k e nd 
race s  are  h e ld for troph ie s  and bragging 
righ ts .  You'll s e e  m any clas s e s  of 
ve h icle s  on th e  ice , bare  rubbe rs , s tuds  
and ch e ate rs  (tire s  w ith  s pik e s  1.5 
inch e s  long). 
But tw ice  a ye ar, for only $5 pe r drive r, 
th e y ope n th e  ice  up for “Fun Days ” 
w h e re  any 4x4 or AW D ve h icle  can h ave  
a go at it.  W e  took  a crack  at it, and it 
w as  a blas t!  3 FJ's  in total cam e  out for 
th e  e ve nt and e ve ryone  le ft s m iling and 
laugh ing.  “Fun Days ” are  h e ld on Fridays , w h ich  w e  k now  is  h ard to ge t aw ay....but trus t us , it's  
w orth  it! 
Th e  ice  is  s e t up w ith  3 race  track s , w h e re  anyone  can com pe te  agains t any oth e r clas s .  W e  trie d 
racing a ch e ate r, and w e  alm os t lappe d!  But h e y...w h at do you e xpe ct righ t??  W e  w e re  m ore  
com pe titive  w ith  oth e r bare  rubbe r SUV's .  But race d anyone  up for th e  ch alle nge , Subaru's , 
Je e p's , and of cours e , oth e r FJ's .  Th e  FJ re ally is  a tank , and s table !  W e  h ad a tim e  trying to ge t it 
to s lide  around th e  corne rs  w ith out traction control.  Se e m e d lik e  w e  got th e  be s t pe rform ance  out 

of 4Lo, and in 3rd ge ar.  Th e re  you 
could finally ge t all 4 w h e e ls  to s lide , 
h e lping to s w ing your back  e nd around 
curve s .  

So if you w ant a full day of $5 fun, 
don't pas s  th is  up!  Th e  ne xt and final, 
“Fun Day” is  Friday, Fe b. 22, 2008. 
H ope  to s e e  all our re al FJ love rs  
th e re , fun s tarts  at 11 A.M . until 
s uns e t!! 
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Off Road 101 is  FJC's  intro to off-roading s e ction.  H e re  you w ill find all your bas ic 
inform ation on ge tting starte d.  Eve ryth ing from  w h at fe ature s  your FJ h as  and h ow  to 
us e  th e m  to trail e tiq ue tte .  Each  is s ue  w ill h ave  a diffe re nt topic, so join us  e ach  tim e  
to le arn or re fre s h  yours e lf on th e  bas ics  of trail riding.  (For an  in-de pth  look  at 
fe ature s  available  for your FJ, vis it w w w .fjc-m ag.com /buye rsguide )

Tire s
Your s tock  FJC com e s  w ith  Dunlop tire s .  No offe ns e  to th os e  s till running th e s e  tire s ,. th e y're  fine  
for road driving, but not re com m e nde d if you plan to us e  your FJ on anyth ing m ore  difficult th an a 
dirt road.  Re as on be ing th at in bas ic off-roading, your tire s  m ak e  up for ine xpe rie nce  and 
bas ically give  you m ore  le e w ay for e rror.  4-w h e e ling, w h e n you're  ne w , is  all about traction and 
control.  W h e n you're  e xpe rie nce d, it's  about s k ill.  Be  s ure  to k now  w h ich  cate gory you fall in and 
be  prope rly pre pare d be fore  going off-roading.  W h e n you're  s tarting out any all-te rrain tire  w ill give  
you an advantage  and h e lp to k e e p you s afe  and your rig dam age -fre e .

4H I vs. 4LO
A com m on q ue s tion from  ne w  off-roade rs  is  “W h e n do I us e  4H i  ve rs us  4Lo?”   Th e  e as ie s t w ay to 
th ink  of th e s e  is  4H I is  us e d for incre as e d pow e r and traction to all 4 w h e e ls  w ith  th e  ability to 
m aintain s om e  s pe e d.  4LO is  bas ically a “craw l” m ode  allow ing you to tak e  your foot off th e  
brak e s  and le t th e  trans m is s ion/e ngine  m aintain th e  s pe e d.  Th is  is  h e lpful w h e n th e  grade  you're  
trying to go up or dow n is  s te e p, and you w ant to k e e p your s pe e d dow n.  FYI, your re ar diff lock  

and a-trac only w ork  w h e n you're  in 4LO.   

Continue d on Page  21

http://www.fjcruisersontario.com
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Th e  Firs t Annual Toyota FJ Cruis e r 
North e as t m e e t w ill be  h e ld at Raus ch  
Cre e k  off road Park  in PA on M arch  21, 
22, and 23 (Eas te r w e e k e nd 2008).

Th e  North e as t doe s  not h ave  m any 
place s  to w h e e l. If you can’t m ak e  it to 
Colorado for th e  FJ Sum m it (and e ve n if 
you can), w e ’d love  to s e e  you out at 
Raus ch  Cre e k .  
Spe nd a m e m orable  w e e k e nd in a 1700 
acre  park , try your FJ in rock s , bow ls  and 
h ills  - or jus t w h e e l w ith  oth e r FJ 
e nth us ias ts . W e  h ave  trails  for e ve ry 
le ve l of drive r and ve h icle s . 
Th e  aim  of th is  m e e t is  to bring toge th e r all FJ ow ne rs  of th e  North e as t for a w e e k e nd of fam ily 
fun and (of cours e ) w h e e ling. Drive rs  and fam ilie s  are  invite d to atte nd th is  inte rnational (U.S &  
Canada) e ve nt.

W e  ne e d your h e lp to m ak e  th is  a gre at annual e ve nt. Spons ors h ip opportunitie s  are  available  
and w ould be  gre atly appre ciate d. W e  h ave  s pace  available  on-s ite  at th e  e ve nt to s h ow cas e  
all th e  afte rm ark e t acce s s orie s  available  for th e  FJ cruis e r. 

Re gis tration is  now  ope n!

h ttp://w w w .fjcruis e rnorth e astrun.org/ 

Sponsors :
Solo Fabw ork s

Axle boy

Doug Th orle y H e ade rs

FJC M agaz ine

Inch w orm

Rough  Country Suspe ns ion Syste m s

M e tal Te ch

Allie d Racing W h e e ls

FJ Trail Te am s

URD

M ile  M ark e r

W ick e d C.A.S.

FJ Cruis e r Que be c

Spide rtrax Off-Road


http://www.fjcruisernortheastrun.org/
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Fifty fe e t from  m e  s its  a ve h icle  I'm  m ore  e xcite d about th an any I've  e ve r ow ne d be fore , a 2007 Ti 
Silve r Toyota FJC. I s pe nd m ore  tim e  th an I care  to adm it, pouring ove r any inform ation I can find 
about m y FJ and e ach  m odification (m ods ) I'd lik e  to do. I gre w  up playing in th e  dirt and rock s , us ing 
anyth ing from  dirt bik e s  and ATVs  to Je e ps  and truck s . It is  an obs e s s ion I h ope  to ne ve r be  fre e  of. I 
h ave  s e e n th e s e  m igh ty FJs  in m agaz ine s  and on th e  ne t w ith  $10,000 in m ods  and find m ys e lf 
daydre am ing about th e  ultim ate  FJ. I w ak e  up to th e  re alization th at I w ill be  building m y FJ ove r tim e  
and on a budge t.
Th e  re ality is  th at I bough t m y FJ for various  re as ons .  I w ant to go off-roading,  cam ping for th e  
w e e k e nd, and als o us e  m y FJ as  a daily drive r.  Se ve ral tim e s  a ye ar, on bus ine s s ,  I als o drive  to K e y 
W e s t (9 50 m ile s  one  w ay).  So, obvious ly I ne e d m y FJ to be  road w orth y, s ince  e ve ry journe y tak e s  
m e  far from  h om e  (W e s te rn NC).  
Eve ry off-roade r dre am s  of going to th e  m e cca of 4-w h e e ling,  M oab, UT.  M y dre am  is  no diffe re nt. 
Que s tion is , h ow  am  I to ge t m y rig re ady to h andle  M oab and s till h ave  th e  cas h  to e njoy life 's  
ne ce s s itie s  s uch  as  food and s h e lte r? 

BULLET Be fore  th e  M ods Be gin
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So h e re  I s it, ponde ring w h e re  I am  going to pull $10,000 from  to build m y rig. M y financial 
s ituation is  s uch  th at I am  paying re nt, a m ortgage  and us ing out-of-pock e t cas h  for a re m ode l.  Th e  
budge ting plan I form ulate d is  to build m y rig one  s te p at a tim e  and m ak e  m y trip to M oab in th e  
Sum m e r of 2009 . In th e  m e an tim e , I can tak e  m y rig out on local trails  th at I am  com fortable  w ith . 
Did I m e ntion th at I am  2 h ours  from  Te llico?

I am  s ure  m any of you are  th ink ing “I k now  h ow  you fe e l pal, I w as  all s e t to lift m y FJ and 
th e n I find out little  M ary ne e d brace s ”. Be low , you w ill find a lis t of th e  m ods  and e q uipm e nt I plan 
to put on m y FJ be fore  I h e ad W e s t. Ove r th e  cours e  of th e  ne xt 18 m onth s , you can join m e  in th e  
buildup of m y FJ. I'll docum e nt e ach  s te p and e xplain th e  re as oning be h ind th e  parts  I ch oos e . I am  
s ure  th e re  w ill be  ch ange s  along th e  w ay to m y original lis t and I am  h oping th at s om e  of th os e  
ch ange s  s te m  from  you, th e  re ade r. I ope nly invite  your input and opinions . Unde rs tandably, w e  all 
h ave  our pre fe re nce s  and I w ant to h e ar w h at you guys  and gals  th ink .
I plan to do as  m uch  of th e  e le ctrical w ork  as  pos s ible  in th e  firs t s tage  of th e  proje ct. Firs t on th e  
lis t is  a s tand alone  fus e  block . If you inte nd to do anyth ing to your rig th at involve s  adding e le ctrical 
m ods , I s trongly advis e  th is  addition in particular. Is olating afte r m ark e t e le ctrical ite m s  from  th e  
OEM  e le ctrical s ys te m  is  a ve ry ch e ap (unde r $100) ins urance  policy. Our ve h icle s  h ave  a rath e r 
com ple x e le ctrical s ys te m  w ith  m ore  com pute rs  and s e ns ors  th an I can count. A s tand alone  fus e  
block  s e parate s  any ch ance  th at a m od you ins tall w ill dam age  th at s ys te m  and pos s ibly void your 
w arranty.
So s it back , put your fe e t up and follow  along w ith  m y buildup of Bulle t (as  in Silve r Bulle t). 
H ope fully w e ’ll le arn a lot about our FJ's  toge th e r.

http://www.tlca.org
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UU nnddee rr  AArrmm oorr

WW ee   aallll  kk nnooww   oouu rr  FFJJCCss   aarree   ttoouu gghh   aanndd  ccaappaabbllee ,,  bbuu tt  iitt  
ddooee ss   nnee ee dd  pprroottee ccttiioonn  oonn  tthh ee   uu nnddee rr  bb ee llllyy..    TThh ee   mm ooss tt  
vvuu llnnee rraabbllee   ppooiinnttss   oonn  tthh ee   FFJJ  uu nnddee rrccaarrrriiaaggee   aarree   tthh ee   
llooww ee rr  lliinnkk   ffrraamm ee   mm oouu nnttss   ffoorr  tthh ee   rree aarr  llooww ee rr  ccoonnttrrooll  
aarrmm ss ..    BBoolltt--oonn  aanndd  ww ee lldd--oonn  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss   aarree   
aavvaaiillaabbllee ,,  ee iitthh ee rr  ooff  ww hh iicchh   aarree   qq uu iicckk   aanndd  ee aass yy  aarrmm oorr  
mm ooddiiffiiccaattiioonn..    TThh iiss   bboolltt  oonn  vvee rrss iioonn  ffrroomm   TTLLCC44xx44  hh aass   
ww oorrkk ee dd  ww ee llll  ffoorr  mm ee   (($$8899 ..0000//ppaaiirr..))

SS uunn  VViiss oorrss

TThh ee   OOEEMM   ss uu nn  vviiss oorrss   llee aavvee   mm aajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthh ee   ss iiddee   ww iinnddooww   
aarree aa  ee xxppooss ee dd  aanndd  aarree   ddiiffffiiccuu lltt  ttoo  rree aacchh   aanndd  
mm aanniippuu llaattee ..    TThh ee ss ee   nnee ww   fflliipp--ddooww nn  ss iiddee   vviiss oorrss   aarree   aa  ttee nn  
mm iinnuu ttee   iinnss ttaallllaattiioonn  tthh aatt  ww iillll  ss aavvee   yyoouu rr  ee yyee ss   aanndd  
ee nnhh aannccee   ss aaffee ttyy  (($$5533..6600..))

CCllee aann  AAiirr

DD oo--iitt--yyoouu rrss ee llff  mm aaiinnttee nnaannccee   aanndd  tthh ee   hh ee aalltthh   ooff  
yyoouu rr  FFJJ  ggoo  hh aanndd  iinn  hh aanndd,,  aanndd  nnootthh iinngg  ggee ttss   
ee aass iiee rr  aanndd  mm aakk ee ss   tthh ee   ee nnggiinnee   hh aappppiiee rr  tthh aann  
ffrree ss hh   ccllee aann  aaiirr  ffrroomm   aa  ccllee aann,,  hh iigghh --ffllooww ,,  aaiirr  
ffiillttee rr..    KK && NN  aanndd  TTRRDD   bbootthh   ooffffee rr  ww aass hh aabbllee   
aanndd  rree uu ss aabbllee   aaiirr  ffiillttee rrss   tthh aatt  aarree   ccoomm ppaattiibbllee   
ww iitthh   tthh ee   OOEEMM   aaiirr  bbooxx  aanndd  aa  cciinncchh   ttoo  mm aaiinnttaaiinn..

Pe nny Pinch e rs  . . . Continue d from  Page  12

http://www.fjcruiserforums.com
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A-TRAC (Active  TRACtion Control) &  Re ar Diffe re ntial Lock
Th e s e  2 options  e nh ance  traction and only can be  activate d in 
4LO.  Norm ally if you w e re  trying to gain traction, your FJ w ould 
dis tribute  m ore  pow e r to th e  re ar w h e e l th at h as  th e  m os t 
traction.  W h e n you lock  your re ar-diff, it ove r-ride s  th at fe ature  
and dis tribute s  th e  pow e r e q ually be tw e e n both  re ar w h e e ls .  Th is  
is  ve ry us e ful if you are  alre ady STUCK  or be fore h and w h e n you 
ne e d m axim um  traction at low  s pe e d to pow e r ove r an obs tacle . 
A-TRAC is  diffe re nt from  th is  be caus e  it applie s  only to th e  front 
w h e e ls .  W h e n a w h e e l s pins  from  los s  of traction, activating your 
A-TRAC w ill s low  th e  s pin of th e  w h e e l, allow ing it to gain it's  grip. 
In m os t 2007 m ode ls , you cannot us e  A-TRAC and re ar diff. lock  
at th e  s am e  tim e  w ith out m odification.  Th e  late  2007 m ode ls , 
and all 2008's  are  able  to us e  th e s e  fe ature s  in conjunction. 

Body Arm or
Th e  s tock  FJ com e s  w ith  bas ic s k id plate s  and rock  rails  (optional) 
Th e  Toyota rock  rails  are  s trong and s le e k -look ing, but don't 
provide  as  m uch  prote ction as  s om e  of th e  afte r-m ark e t 
rails /s lide rs  th at are  available .  Alth ough  th e  FJ h as  gre at 
cle arance  e ve n as  a s tock  ve h icle , it is  m uch  be tte r (and 
ch e ape r), to h ave  rock s  h itting your rails  th an th e  body pane ls . 
Th e  unde r-be lly of th e  FJ is  h igh  off th e  ground, but s o are  s om e  
of th os e  obs tacle s  you'll be  tack ling.  For th at re as on, unde r 
carriage  body arm or (s k id plate s ) are  a ve ry good inve s tm e nt. 
Th e  one s  th at com e  w ith  your FJ, do not provide  full cove rage  and 
are  on th e  th in s ide .  Th e re  are  s e ve ral type s  of body arm or 
available  afte r-m ark e t for various  vulne rable  s pots  unde r your rig. 
Dam age  to th e  unde r-be lly can be  e xte ns ive  and cos tly, it is  be tte r 
to be  s afe  th an s orry!   

Off Road 101. . . Continue d from  Page  15
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I ch os e  th e  nam e  RAPTOR ( Re inforce d 
Am ph ibious  Pe rs onal Te rrain Obs e rvation) 
for m y rig. It is  to be  us e d for e xploring 
be autiful place s  lik e  Ouray, CO and oth e rs  
around th e  country. 

H ISTORY:

I follow e d th e  conce pt &  de s ign of th e  FJ 
for ye ars  be fore  it e ve r cam e  out for s ale  
to th e  public. I re ad e ve ry article  th at w as  
w ritte n and s ave d any picture  I could find. 
I w as  h ook e d th e  firs t tim e  I s aw  it. 
I purch as e d m y Toyota TRD SE FJ Cruis e r 
in e arly Fe b 07 
TOTAL COST FROM  DEALER: $34,223.00

BREAKDOW N:

Th e  Follow ing is  a bre ak dow n of ch ange s  th at h ave  be e n done  to th is  bas e  unit. I w ill be  adding 
m ore  as  tim e  and finance s  pe rm it. Th e  RAPTOR is  an ongoing proje ct, e ve n now .  RAPTOR is  
be ing built as  an Expe dition capable  ve h icle , s o I w ant to be  th orough  in e ve ry m od th at I m ak e . 

ARM OR

Road Arm or - Titan Front Bum pe r

I de cide d to go w ith  th e  Road Arm or Titan front bum pe r be caus e  of th e  type  of te rrain th at I w ill 
m os t lik e ly e ncounte r w h e n off-roading. Als o living in th e  h e art of th e  Ozark  M ountains  w e  te nd 
to h ave  a lot of de e r cros s ing th e  h igh w ays  at nigh t, th is  w ill als o h e lp to prote ct th e  ve h icle  in 
any unfortunate  w ildlife  e ncounte rs .

All Pro - Re ar Bum pe r W / H itch

I w e nt w ith  All Pro’s  re ar bum pe r be caus e  of th e ir upcom ing s w ing arm  for fue l carrie rs . I h ave  
be e n look ing at all th e  m anufacture s  de s igns  and fe e l th at th e  All Pro is  th e  be s t option for m e . I 
notice d th at m os t e ve ryone  is  s trapping fue l to th e ir roof. Since  no one  m ak e s  a  rack  fue l 
s ys te m , I de cide d to de s ign a fue l s torage  s ys te m  m ys e lf. 
I lik e d All Pro’s  approach  to carrying fue l for k e e ping th e  fue l can on both  s ide s  of th e  ve h icle . 
Th is  h e lps  dis tributing th e  w e igh t e ve nly w h e n on th e  trail in an off cam be r s ituation, along w ith  
k e e ping th e  COG as  low  as  pos s ible .  I am  jus t w aiting for All Pro to s tart s e lling th e  s w ing arm  
for th e  re ar bum pe r. I als o lik e  th e  All Pro re ar bum pe r for th e  de parture  angle s  it h as .
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Bud Built Sk ids

I de cide d to go w ith  Bud Built s k ids  for m y 
rig not only for th e  re putation for h aving w e ll 
de s igne d and tough  s k ids , but m e e ting Bud 
in pe rs on in Ouray, CO at th e  firs t FJ Cruis e r 
Sum m it. I lik e  to s upport ve ndors  th at tak e  
th e  tim e  to go out and m e e t th e ir 
cus tom e rs . 

Inch w orm  E-Lock e r M otor Sk id Plate

I w e nt w ith  th e  Inch w orm  E-Lock e r be caus e  I 
lik e  th e  de s ign and again th e ir products . I 
als o got to m e e t th e m  at th e  Sum m it. I fe lt it 
w as  prude nt to prote ct one  of th e  m os t s e ns itive  pie ce s  of e q uipm e nt unde r th e  FJ from  trail 
dam age .  It’s  als o back e d up by th e  Bud Built s k ids .

All Pro Re ar Low e r Sh ock  Sk id Plate

I w e nt w ith  th e  All Pro Sh ock  Sk ids  for prote ction of th e  low e r part of m y Donah oe  Racing re ar 
s h ock s . Th e  re ar s h ock s  on th e  FJ are  s us ce ptible  to trail dam age  along th e  low e r portion of th e  
s h ock  h ous ing. Th e  s h ock  s k ids  h e lp pre ve nt dam age  to m y re ar s h ock s  out on th e  trail.

All Pro Re ar Trailing Link  Sk id Plate

Th e  All Pro Training Link  Sk id again h e lps  pre ve nt any type  of trail dam age  to m y re ar low e r link s . I 
am  of th e  m inds e t th at arm or is  your las t line  of de fe ns e  be fore  dam age  occurs . It could be  th e  
diffe re nce  of com ing h om e  s afe ly h aving w onde rful s torie s  to te ll, or brok e n dow n in th e  m iddle  of 
now h e re  trying to find a w ay to lim p off th e  trail, finding a part, ins talling it, e tc. 

TRD Slide rs  

I am  s taying at th is  tim e  w ith  th e  TRD Slide rs  th at cam e  w ith  th e  TRD pack age . I'm  norm ally not a 
big fan of “OEM” acce s s orie s , th e y are  us ually are  m ore  for ae s th e tic purpos e s  th an function. But 
th is  is  not th e  cas e  w ith  th e  TRD Slide rs , I am  ve ry im pre s s e d w ith  not only th e ir fit, but als o w h o 
w e ll th e y're  m ade . Th e y are  VERY h e avy, w h ich  w as  a big s urpris e  w h e n re m oving th e m  for th e  
body m ount ch op.  M aybe  dow n th e  line  I’ll s w itch  to an afte rm ark e t s lide r, m ore  th an lik e ly it w ill 
be  De m e llo’s . But righ t now , th e y are  pe rform ing h ow  th e y w e re  inte nde d. 

Continue d on Page  28

http://www.coloradofjs.com
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Of cours e , at th is  point in th e  conve rs ation m os t pe ople  s tart 
as k ing q ue s tions  about lifts , ligh ts , w inch e s , roof rack s , ge ar, 
fridge s  and fantas tic s olar pow e r s e tups . Be fore  w e  go th e re , I 
w ould lik e  to touch  a bit m ore  on th e  is s ue  of w h y and w h at is  
diffe re nt about th e  e xpe dition s tyle  build.
Th e  q ue s tion of w h y to build in th e  e xpe dition s tyle  is  us ually 
ans w e re d w h e n a pe rs on finds  th at th e y e ith e r w ant to go farth e r 
th an a day trip aw ay from  h om e , or th e y h e ar about a gh os t tow n 
th at w ould be  incre dible  to vis it firs t h and or th e y re ad a 
m agaz ine  article  about s om e  back  country are a th at not too m any 
folk s  vis it. Pe ople  th at e njoy e xpe dition w h e e ling  w is h  to com bine  
th e  adve nture  of off h igh w ay 4x4 trave l w ith  a de s tination or 
de s ire  th at a s ingle  s e at buggy or day run th rough  th e  s w am p jus t 
doe s n’t fulfill.

W h at Is  Diffe re nt?
W h ile  m uch  of th e  ge ar us e d by an e xpe dition e q uippe d rig is  th e  
s am e  as  oth e r off-roade rs , it’s  th e  th ough t proce s s  be h ind th e  
build th at m ak e s  th e  rig an e xpe dition ve h icle . An e xpe dition 
ve h icle  is  m ore  conce rne d about ove rall w e igh t s ince  it h as  an 
e ffe ct on h andling, fue l cons um ption, pow e r and re cove ry. Th e  
e xpe dition builde r h as  to k now  both  th e  curb w e igh t and gros s  
ve h icle  w e igh t rating (GVW R) of h is  rig s ince  th at e q uals  th e  
m axim um  payload th at s h ould be  carrie d. In th e  cas e  of th e  FJ 
Cruis e r you are  look ing at 4x4 w ith  a curb w e igh t of 429 0 lbs  and 
a GVW R of 5570 lbs  w h ich  m e ans  a payload 1280 lbs . Figure  in a 
couple  of 200 lb pe ople , food, fue l, w ate r, ge ar; and you m ay ve ry 
w e ll alre ady be  at th e  m ax payload.
An e xpe dition ve h icle  als o h as  to give  m uch  m ore  th ough t to 
s pace . Eve n a s olo trave le r on a m ulti-day trip w h o be lie ve s  in th e  
ide a of Tre ad Ligh tly, w ill ne e d to pack  in and out cam ping ge ar, 
food, w ate r and tras h . Now , th ink  about h aving e nough  ge ar to 
trave l for th re e  days  in th e  back  country w ith  a fam ily of four. 
Space , w e igh t and s afe ty be com e  obvious  conce rns .
So now  th at w e ’ve  cove re d th e  “le ns ” th at th e  e xpe dition m inde d 
builde r look s  th rough , w e  can s tart to talk  ge ne rally about 
m odifications  and ge ar. Don’t w orry, th e s e  w ill all be  dis cus s e d 
w ith  gre at de tail in future  article s .

Expe dition W h e e ling . . .Continue d from  page  7



January 2008
http://w

w
w

.fjc-m
ag.com

25

Th e  Bas ics
Your s us pe ns ion doe s  not h ave  to be  lifte d and if it is , it s h ould 
only be  a s ligh t lift. You can alw ays  pick  th e  te rrain or 
adve nture  th at s uits  th e  ve h icle  rath e r th an trying to ove rcom e  
any obs tacle . All four s ide s  of th e  rig s h ould h ave  jack  and 
re cove ry points  to h e lp you ge t out of trouble .  You'll ne e d 
bas ic unde r arm or s ince  a crack e d oil pan far from  h om e  
w ould bring your e xpe dition to a h alt. You’ll ne e d jus t e nough  
ligh ting to drive  s afe ly and m aybe  s om e th ing e xtra to h e lp 
illum inate  cam p.
Spe ak ing of cam p, you'll ne e d ge ar to m ak e  your s tay 
com fortable . Your s le e ping options  are ,  s e tting up th e  ins ide  
of your FJ w ith  a s le e ping platform , us ing te nts , h am m ock s , or 
th e  e ve r cove te d roof-top te nt. Since  you w ill lik e ly w ant to e at 
on your adve nture , m ak e  s ure  you h ave  a h igh e r q uality coole r 
th at w ill k e e p ice  a couple  of days . For longe r trips , s tart 
look ing into off-road re ady fridge s . Noth ing be ats  trave ling in 
th e  h e at w ith  ice  cold drink s  and s nack s  w ith out anyth ing 
s oggy at th e  bottom .

Be fore  an e xpe dition, 
you'll ne e d to be  s e t up 
w ith  ge ar to h e lp 
fore s e e , avoid and ge t 
out of trouble . Ite m s  to 
s tart w ith  include : 
navigation aids , s uch  as  
a q uality topo m ap, 
com pas s , GPS or laptop 
s ys te m , as  w e ll as  e xtra 
food, fue l and w ate r. 
Eq ually as  im portant is  
com m unication ge ar, 
anyth ing from  ce ll to 
s ate llite  ph one s , CB or 
am ate ur (H AM )  radio s o 
you can talk  to oth e rs  
and ge t h e lp if ne e de d.

So w h ile  an e xpe dition style  4x4 can and w ill do m ost of 
th e  th ings  any oth e r 4x4 w ill do, th e  focus  is  on th e  
journe y and th e  de s ire  to trave l ove r m ultiple  days. 
Th e s e  spe cific goals  are  w h y th e  build of an e xpe dition 
rig is  diffe re nt th an a rock  craw le r, sw am p stom pe r, or a 
de s e rt race r.  In future  is s ue s  of FJC M agaz ine , I w ill 
h e lp you to build your e xpe dition 4x4.  W e  h ope  to s e e  
you out in th e  back  country! 
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702 FJ Cre w
h ttp://702fjcre w .ne t/

AZ  FJ's
h ttp://w w w .azfj.org/

Colorado FJ's
h ttp://w w w .coloradofjs.com

SoCAL FJ's
h ttp://w w w .socalfj.com

FJ Bruis e rs
h ttp://w w w .fjbruis e rs.org

FOR TH E LATEST INFORMATION, 

VIS IT W W W .FJC-MAG.COM  AND CLICK ON 

EVENTS  CALENDAR

Sin City W ick e d FJ's
h ttp://w w w .s incityw ick e dfjs.com /

FJ's  Ontario
h ttp://w w w .fjcruis e rsontario.com /

FJ's  Que be c
h ttp://w w w .fjcruis e rq ue be c.com /

NW FJCC
h ttp://w w w .nw fjcc.com / 

FJ Bruis e rs
h ttp://w w w .fjbruis e rs.org

For m ore  Toyota and FJ Cruis e r groups  and clubs ,
vis it w w w .fjc-m ag.com . Look  for th e  FJ Groups  &  Clubs  link .

http://www.azfj.org
http://702fjcrew.net
http://www.coloradofjs.com
http://www.socalfj.com
http://www.fjbruisers.org
http://www.fjcruisersontario.com
http://www.sincitywickedfjs.com
http://www.fjcruiserquebec.com
http://www.nwfjcc.com
http://www.fjbruisers.org
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2008 All-Pro Off Road Toyota Jam bore e
Date s : Jan 12, 2008
Location: Stoddard Valle y OH V Are a in Bars tow , CA
Contact: All-Pro Off Road, h ttp://w w w .allprooffroad.com

North e ast FJ Cruis e r Run
Date s : M ar 21-23 2008
Location: Raus ch  Off Road Park , PA
Contact: h ttp://fjcruis e rnorth e as trun.org

Ris ing Sun's  Cruis e  M oab
Date s : April 30 - M ay 4 2008
Location: M oab, UT
Contact: h ttp://w w w .ris ings un4x4club.org/cruis e m oab.as p

Gre at Sm ok y M ountain Trail Ride  
Date s : M ay 12-17, 2009
Location: Craw fords  Cam pground, M urph y NC
Contact: h ttp://w w w .s tlca.org

FJ Cruis e r Th rill on th e  H ill
Date s : M ay 23-26, 2008
Location: Ruidos o, NM
Contact: h ttp://tinyurl.com /2xxm ch

Razorback  Ram ble
Date s : TBD
Location: Ark ans as
Contact: h ttp://w w w .razorback landcruis e rs .com /ram ble .as p

East Coast 4Runne r Jam bore e  2008 
Date s : June  20-22, 2008
Location: Raus ch  Cre e k  Off Road Park  in Jolie tt, PA
Contact: h ttp://tinyurl.com /2e aw w r

2008 FJ Sum m it 
Date s : July 16-20, 2008
Location: Ouray, CO
Contact: h ttp://w w w .fjs um m it.org

TTORA Tak e ove r
Date s : TBD (July/Augus t)
Location: TBD
Contact: h ttp://w w w .ttora.com /tak e ove r/

FOR TH E LATEST INFORMATION, 

VIS IT W W W .FJC-MAG.COM  AND CLICK ON 

EVENTS  CALENDAR

http://www.ttora.com/takeover
http://www.fjsummit.org
http://tinyurl.com/2eawwr
http://www.razorbacklandcruisers.com/ramble.asp
http://tinyurl.com/2xxmch
http://www.stlca.org
http://www.risingsun4x4club.org/cruisemoab.asp
http://fjcruisernortheastrun.org
http://www.fjc-mag.com
http://www.allprooffroad.com
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SUSPENSION AND TIRES De tails

M ick e y Th om pson 8x16 Class ic Lock s  w / Black  Faux Be ad Lock  Ring

W h e e ls  and tire s  w e re  a ve ry h ard de cis ion to m ak e . I h ave  ow ne d m any type s  of cus tom  w h e e ls  ove r 
th e  ye ars . I w as  look ing for s om e th ing a little  diffe re nt th an w h at e ve ryone  e ls e  w as  running.  I h ad 
be e n re ading about oth e r m e m be rs  th at bough t th e  M T’s , s om e  m e m be rs  h ad rub is s ue s  w h e n th e y 
got th e m  on th e ir rig’s , oth e rs  s tate d th e y h ad no proble m s .  I am  ve ry h appy w ith  th e  M ick e y 
Th om ps on’s  I ch os e . I h ad th e  ch rom e  be ad lock  rings  pow de r coate d black  to off-s e t th e  ch rom e  
w h e e ls . I th ink  th at gave  it a m ore  
aggre s s ive  look . 

Dick  Ce pe k  M ud Country - 305/70R16

Tire s  w e re  anoth e r are a th at th e  de cis ion 
w as  h ard to m ak e . I w as  going to go w ith  
Nitto M ud Grapple rs . I love  h ow  aggre s s ive  
th e y are , but did not lik e  th at th e y w e re  
not s ipe d for h andling in w e t conditions . In 
th e  e nd, I w e nt w ith  D ick  Ce pe k  M ud 
Country’s . I purch as e d th e m  w h ile  vis iting 
Rough  Country in Dye rs burg TN, for th e  
Coon Cre e k  Craw l. Th e y are  aw e s om e  off 
and on road, ve ry q uie t riding tire s  for a 
m ud te rrain. 

Custom  Body M ount Ch op

I look e d around for a com pe te nt s h op to do m y 
body m ount ch op.  I found a s m all Cus tom  H ot 
Rod s h op th at h ad ope ne d up clos e  by, and 
de cide d to s e e  if th e y w ould be  able  to do th e  
w ork  th at I w ante d. I found th e y w e re  from  CA 
and us e d to build Sand Rails  out th e re . I gave  
th e m  s om e  pic’s  of Tina’s  (VDM ) ch op s h e  h ad 
done . Th e y s aid gre at pic’s , w e  can do th at. It 
look s  lik e  it cam e  from  th e  factory th at w ay. 

RAPTOR . . .Continue d from  page  23

Continue d on Page  30

http://www.nwfjcc.com
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For arm or unde r th e  rig Stan k e pt 
th e  s tock  Toyota OEM  rails , but 
ch os e  to go w ith  M an-A-Fre  for th e  
s k ids . H e  als o adde d a cus tom  re ar 
diff s k id from  All Ph as e  Off Road. 
Oth e r m ods  include  a 10lb 
Pow e rTank , w indow  ve nts , iPod &  
XM  Sate llite  inte gration, M AGLite , 
H alon fire  e xtinguis h e r, and ple nty 
of cus tom -m ounte d s w itch e s  for all 
th os e  e xtra ligh ts .  
So it's  e as y to s e e  th at th is  is  a do 
anyth ing, go anyw h e re  FJ.  Th e  FJC M agaz ine  cre w  h as  th e  
ple as ure  of w h e e ling w ith  Stan (and El Diablo) on a norm al 
bas is .  W e  h ave  conq ue re d m any th ings  toge th e r, both  in our 
ne ar-s tock  TRD and Stan's  built rig th at k e e ps  us  in aw w  of th e  
FJ's  capabilitie s .  A w ord of advis e  from  your FJC M ag cre w .  If 

you can't m od your 
FJ out lik e  th is  all at 
once , find s om e one  
w h o did.  Th e y m ak e  
th e  be s t tail 
gunne rs , and th e re 's  
noth ing th e y can't 
pull you out of!    

El Diablo . . .Continue d from  page  6
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”Ne w  Ve rs ion” Donah oe  Racing 3.5” Coilove rs

I h ad a h ard tim e  de ciding w h ich  s us pe ns ion s ys te m  th at I w ante d 
to go w ith . I narrow e d it dow n to Donah oe  Racing, All Pro Off-Road 
and K ing. I w as  luck y e nough  to be  at th e  righ t place  at th e  righ t 
tim e  w ith  s om e  gre at pe ople . I’m  talk ing about th e  2007 FJ 
Sum m it in Ouray, CO. Th e  Saturday nigh t at th e  raffle  give aw ay I 
w as  able  to ge t a gre at de al from  a m e m be r th at w on th e  
Donah oe .

Cam burg Uppe r Control Arm s

I th ough t I m igh t be  able  to ge t aw ay w ith  us ing th e  s tock  UCA’s  
for a w h ile , but th at w as  not th e  cas e  w ith  us ing th e  “Ne w ” DR 
Coilove rs . I calle d Jas on De m e llo and as k e d h im  for s om e  advice  
on UCA’s . In th e  e nd I bough t th e  Cam burg UCA’s .

All Pro - Pro Link  Re ar Low e r Control Arm s  w ith  Joh nny Joints

I de cide d to be e f up th e  re ar low e r control arm s  on th e  FJ. I h ad 
notice d s om e  oth e r ow ne rs  h ad s om e  bre ak age  out on th e  trail, 
th in w alle d tubing is  not m ade  for th at type  of abus e . It w ork s  
gre at as  long as  no dire ctional force  is  applie d in jus t one  are a; 
“pus h ing inw ard” de form ing th e  s ph e rical w all. W h e n th at 
h appe ns ; catas troph ic failure  is  alm os t ce rtain. I de cide d to go 
w ith  All Pro’s  Pro Link s , th e y are  a h e avy w alle d tubing w ith  
gre as e able  Joh nny Joints . 

All Pro – Re ar Uppe r Link s  w ith  Joh nny Joints

I als o w e nt ah e ad and ch ange d out m y re ar uppe r link s  w ith  th e  
be e fie r All Pro uppe r link s . I h ave  not h e ard of anyone  bre ak ing an 
uppe r link  ye t, but w h y tak e  th e  ch ance . 

Gorilla Lugs  &  Lock s  (Black )

I als o w e nt w ith  Gorilla Lug nuts  &  lock s  for th e  w h e e ls . I h ave  
black  one s ; I th ough t th e  color contras t look s  be tte r th an h aving 
ch rom e . 

RAPTOR . . .Continue d from  page  28
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W arn M 8000 W inch

I de cide d to go w ith  a W ARN 
M 8000 w inch . Th e y h ave  be e n 
around fore ve r in th e  four w h e e l 
drive  w orld and h ave  e s tablis h e d 
an unbe atable  re putation for 
h aving th e  m os t de pe ndable  
w inch e s  on th e  m ark e t. I w ill 
ch ange  out to s ynth e tic line  for 
s afe ty re as ons  dow n th e  road, but 
w ill us e  cable  until th e  ne e d aris e s  
to ch ange  it. 

TRD CAI (Cold Air Intak e ) 

I de cide d to go w ith  th e  TRD CAI ins te ad of th e  AFE be caus e  of th e  picture s  I s aw  of both . W ith  
th e  TRD, th e  box is  totally e nclos e d e xce pt for th e  top w h ich  is  e nclos e d w ith  a alum inum  lid w ith  
a rubbe r back ing h e ld dow n by s ix Alle n h e ad s cre w s . Th e  only th ing I w ill h ave  to do is  m ak e  a 
s m all trans it pie ce  th at w ill go from  th e  Snork e l to th e  CAI box.

Re locate d Re ar Diffe re ntial &  E-Lock e r Bre ath e rs  (SCUBA M od)

I th e n de cide d it w as  tim e  to do m y SCUBA M OD (a.k .a. Re locating th e  Re ar Diffe re ntial and E-
Lock e r bre ath e r M OD). Toyota h as  alre ady re locate d th e  front Diff &  trans fe r cas e  bre ath e rs , but 
le ft th e  re ars  alone . I de cide d to re locate  m ine  up h igh e r, up into th e  e ngine  bay w h e re  th e  oth e rs  
one s  are . 

Continue s  Ne xt Page

http://www.702fjcrew.net
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LIGH TING

PIAA 510 Ion Supe r W h ite  Driving 
Ligh ts  (2)

I w e nt w ith  th e  PIAA driving ligh ts  
ins te ad of fog ligh ts  be caus e  of th e  
h e igh t of th e  rig. It give s  m e  be tte r 
vis ibility w h e n driving on dark  roads .

IPF 9 00XSD Extre m e  Driving Ligh ts  (2)

I s pe nt a lot of tim e  look ing into and 
re ading about th e  diffe re nt off-road 
ligh ts . I w as  look ing for a ligh t com bo 
th at w ould w ork  in ve ry rough  
conditions . Th e s e  ligh ts  are  th e  only one s  th at can be  fully s ubm e rge d unde r a foot of w ate r w h ile  
on for up to tw o m inute s . I w ante d th at capability w h e n h aving to forge  a rive r cros s ing at nigh t. I 
w ill s ay, th e y are  a ve ry brigh t w h ite  ligh t. I'm  ve ry h appy w ith  th e  IPF's .

IPF 9 00XSS Extre m e  Pe ncil Be am s  (4)

I als o w e nt w ith  th e  IPF 9 00XSS Extre m e  Pe ncil Be am s  for th e  top of th e  roof. Th e s e  w ill be  
m ounte d to a cus tom  Baja Ligh t Bar. It w ill be  anoth e r m onth  or tw o be fore  I re ce ive  it.
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ELECTRONICS

Low rance  540C Baja GPS Unit

I h ave  be e n look ing at all th e  diffe re nt 
GPS de vice s  on th e  m ark e t for a long 
tim e  be caus e  I do a lot of trave ling. I 
am  a s poile d w h e n it com e s  to GPS 
s cre e n s iz e . I h ave  be e n us ing m y 15" 
laptop s cre e n in th e  ve h icle  running a 
GPS for about 4 ye ars  now . I w as  at 
W e s t M arine  one  day and s tarte d 
look ing at th e  Low rance  units  th at 
th e y h ave  on dis play. I w e nt back  
h om e  and jum pe d on Low rance ’s  w e b 
s ite  and did s om e  re s e arch  and found 
th e  540C Baja GPS w as  jus t w h at I 
w as  look ing for. It h as  a 5” s cre e n s iz e , it tak e s  cards  for ve ry de taile d m aps  of around th e  w orld. It 
w ill als o h andle  th e  abus e  of off-road us e . I m ounte d it jus t above  w h e re  th e  re arvie w  m irror. Th is  
w ill give  m e  a good vie w  of th e  GPS w h ile  trave ling. 

Scanguage  II

I bough t th e  Scanguage  II to h e lp m onitor m y 
e ngine  pe rform ance . I w ante d to s e e  th e  
diffe re nce  be fore  and afte r I purch as e d m y CAI. I 
notice d th at running th e  Scanguage , I am  able  
to m onitor m y Intak e  Air all th e  tim e  along w ith  
m any oth e r fe ature s . I w as  ge tting about 20 –26 
de gre e s  ove r am bie nt air te m p be fore  ins talling 
m y CAI. Once  I ins talle d th e  it, I w as  able  to not 
only h e ar and fe e l th e  diffe re nce  but I could s e e  
th e  diffe re nce  on th e  Scanguage . M y intak e  air 
te m ps  droppe d to now  4-5 de gre e s  ove r 
am bie nt. I th ink  e ve ryone  s h ould h ave  th e  
Scanguage . W h at a gre at tool. I w atch  it m ore  
th an I w atch  th e  ins trum e nt gauge  clus te r in th e  
ve h icle .






